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Club Submission to the Red Hill Panel Scoping Meetings 


by Pietre Arnold 

(This is the presentation made by 
the President of the HNC to the Red Hill 
Expressway Review Panel. 7 he Club is 
also preparing a more detailed written 
submission.) 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is 
celebrating its 80th Anniversary, thisyear. 
Our members have been observing nature 
and development m the city and region 
since 1919. We are responsible for the 
Natural Areas Inventory for this Region, 
as well as the Biological Inventory of the 
Red Hill Creek Valley 1995. We own two 
nature preserves within driving distance 
of Hamilton. 

Our Legacy 

The Club feels that we in this Region 
are at a turning point where the ugly past 
with its attendant unmitigated env ironmental 
damage is showing signs of abating. The 
Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
are adding more natural areas to significant 
conservation lands to the West. Coote’s 
Paradise is being restored to its former 
marshland gloiy led by the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. The Remedial Action Plan for 
the harbour is being taken seriously by 
most. The City of Hamilton wants the 
Windermere Basin to be declared an 


OpenSpace, excepttheHamiltonHarbour 
Commissioners, a Federal Agency who 
currently owns the land, persists in its utter 
contempt for sustainable development. 
Over a million dollars has been spent on 
revitalizing the Red Hill Creek Valley 
underthedirectionoftheHamiltonRegion 
Conservation Authority. 

There is a common theme here. In 
the wake of years of development, there 
has been unmitigated destruction of our 
natural heritage in this region. In most 
cases, steps are being taken to restore our 
vital natural areas. In regard to the Valley, 
we are optimistic that common sense will 
irevail. Our valley must be spared the 
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ravages of development and the inevitable 
restoration cycle that seems to be so 
prevalent in this Region. 

Sustainable Community 

Referring to item 3.1 and 6.4 of the 
Guidelines: The Region must respect its 
own Vision 2020 Strategies for a 
Sustainable Community adopted by 
RegjonalCouncilinDecemberl998. The 
Region has indeed made a brave effort to 
establish a mechanism to plan for 
sustainable development. In this case 
however, the Region chooses to regress, 
and take the old path of unmitigated 
destructionofanEnvironmentaUySensitive 
Area. 

Our Club is of the opinion that no 
expressway should be built in this valley. 
The environmental damage is too much 
and most of it irreversible. The natural 
area with its bio-diversity, vitality, and 
therapeutic characteristics would be 
destroyed. The Region must show how it 
intends to maintain bio-diversity and 
characteristics of the valley for use by 
naturalists and the general public. 

Silent Experts 

The Region also has a perfectly good 
mechanism for “protecting environ- 
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mentally significant wetland and forest 
habitats” . I’m quoting from a recent 
letter from the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authonty and its Foundation. 

The Region must show why its agents 
for conserving land are not fulfilling their 
fiduciary'duties, especially'when the most 
desirably property for conservation in the 
east of the Region is being threatened by 
needless development. 

TheClub believes thatthe majority of 
conservation agents, and planning 
departmentsforthe Region thatunderstand 
sustainable development would speak out 
against this highway. This valuable 
regional resource that is those inherently 
responsibleformovingthe Region towards 
asustainablecommunityhavebeensilenced 
or removed from office. How will the 
Region address the misuse of its 
conservation resources in its submission? 


Creek to Harbour Waterway 

The guidelines mention in several 
places, the Harbour, and watershed. The 
Club is concerned about the unsustainable 
development occurring along the 
watercourse to the harbour. This includes 
the marches and Windermere Basin. 
Thesesites arebeingsubjected to continual 
abuse 

In our opinion, the Guidelines have to 
explicitly cover the whole waterway. The 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club and other 
organizations want to see the Marsh and 
Windermere Basin rehabilitated. 

How will the Region assure integrity' 
of the whole ecosystem when 
Windermere Basin is owned by a 
misbehaving Federal Agency? There wall 
have to be federal intervention before the 
Region can act. 


Natural Areas and Corridor 

Referring to Section 9 of the 
Guidelines: We whole-heartedly support 
the Region’s Strategies for a Sustainable 
Community', in particular the theme,natural 
areas and corridors. Research suggests 
that natural areas and corridors have to be 
fairly large to sustain an ecosystem. The 
Region will have to mitigate the shnnking 
and division ofthenatural area. TheClub 
is certain thatthe narrowing and division of 
the corridor wall be detrimental to the 
natural area being able to maintain its bio¬ 
diversity and ability for birds to migrate 

The Club intends making a more 
detailed wntten submission by 25th 
September. We intend to identify the 
valued ecosystem components. A meeting 
is being held on the 18th with experts in 
their fields to discuss our detailed 
submission. |H 


1999 Baskathon: a first for the world 


In May 1999, the first ever freshw'ater 
turtle monitoring proj ect in the world w'as 
initiated in Hamilton-Wentw'orth by 
members of the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club in cooperation with the Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority. Matt Mills, 
Christine Bishop and Bruce Duncan chose 
ponds within Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas in the Region and asked volunteers 
to visit the site on a sunny day in May 
between 10 am and 3 pm. 

Volunteers identified turtle species 
and counted the number of each species 
of turtles sighted. As well, the volunteers 
noted any amphibians or birds heard, and 
anyothersignificantfaunaorplants. Seven 
volunteers counted a total of 179 turtles 
among all sites as w'ell as various amphibians 
and birds. 


All five native species expected to 
occur inHamilton-Wentworth w'ereseen 
including the rare and shy Eastern Spiny 
Softshell (Apalonespiniferus spiniferus). 
Bill McAlveen saw one Eastern Spiny 
SoflsheUbaskingatthemouthofGrindstone 
Creek on 28 May 1999 

In the past. Eastern Spiny Softshells 
have been seen basking in this area and in 
Sunfish Pond. But, there have been less 
than 10 sightings of spiny softshells in 
Coote’s Paradise and Hendrie Valley in 
the 1990s and softshells are most often 
seen around the Fishway in Coote’s 
Paradise. 

This project serves an important 
purpose. Itprovides information onreptiles 
and other wildlife at ES As. Unfortunately, 


until now, ESAs lacked any ongoing 
biological monitoring program. The 
information gathered will be entered into 
the Natural Areas Inventory'Database at 
the Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority and will be utilized by many 
biologists and planners that inquire about 
the status of these areas. 

Congratulations and appreciation to 
the following volunteers who participated 
in this ground-breaking event: Doug and 
Helen Gordon, DeanGugler, Brian Wylie, 
Rob Dobos, Matthew'Mills, Bill McDveen, 
and Soren Anderson. Hope to see you 
next year! 

If anyone else would liketo participate 
in this count, call or email Christine Bishop 
at 905-648-8665 (after 6 pm/weekends); 
cab.bishop@ec.gc.caf|i 
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Conference Theme: More Trees, Please 


by Frank Morley 

I attended the Southern Ontario 
Woodlands Conference which was held 
at Trent University in Peterborough last 
June. The focus of the conference was 
‘ ‘The Conservation Challenge’ ’. 

One person observed that while he 
attends most of die conferences or 
gatherings on this subject, and always 
sees the same familiar faces, at this 
conference 90% of the attendants were 
new to him. Maybe the conservation 
message was spreading. Thebackgrounds 
ofthe participants ranged from Municipal 
Planners, to CA personnel, to MNR 
representatives to members ofland trusts, 
to naturalists. 

A few comments from some of the 
guest speakers were: 

“The woodland ecosystems of 
Ontario - south and east of the Canadian 
Shield have experienced greater losses 
than in any other region of the Great Lakes 
Basin’ John Riley (FON). 

“Insect pollinators seem to be in 
decline in urban vs rural locations and air 
pollution levels for ozone are reaching 
phytotoxic levels” - Tom Hutchinson 
(Trent University). 

1 ‘Southern Ontario contains Canada’s 
greatestnumber of amphibians and reptiles 
and is also the most exploited landscape’ ’ 
- James Bogart (University of Guelph). 

‘ ‘Unsustainable human activity is the 
underlying causefor threats to woodlands, 
and biodiversity in Southern Ontario” - 
Steve Hounsell (Ontario Power 
Generation). 

‘' While most forest bird populations 



are presumably down by roughly 80% 
from pre-settlement times, populations of 
sensitivespecies requiringmoreextensive 
areas of forest have declined more than 
that, some to the point of extirpati on from 
significant portions of the region’ ’ - Mike 
Cadman (CanadianWildlife Service). 

As naturalists, we understand the 
enormous benefits that trees provide to a 
healthier environment. We surely also 
must be noticing that stresses such as 
extreme drought, climate change and new 
pests and diseases are further threatening 
the health of our forests. 


Locally we are fortunate that our 
HRCA and RBG are currently showing 
good management practices of our green 
spaces. That cannot be said for other 
conservation authorities. Intheregionof 
Hamilton Wentworth, woodlandprotection 
is carried out using policies in two main 
areas - The Natural Heritage System 
(NHS) and Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas (ESAs). ManyESAsarepublically 
owned, mainly by the CA and the RBG. 
They are active in the acquisition of 
additionallandsandweshouldbesupporting 
them financially. Others are managed by 
private landowners with input from these 
agencies. They should also be 
commended. 

ManyoftheMunicipalPlanners stated 
that they have the tools to protect habitat, 
but their Municipal Councils are revenue 
driven and thus always choose 
developmentoverconservation. Biotado 
not pay taxes. 

The message from this conference is 
that our green spaces are under siege, and 
their preservation rests on private 
individuals and organizations purchasing 
them outright and keeping them out ofthe 
jurisdiction of an ambivalent system. |f| 

October Meeting 
80th Anniversary 

‘VEGGIE’ AND FRUIT/ 
CHEESE TRAYS will temptthe taste 
buds...and we shall have WINE too 
amongst the beverages....to enhance 
the flavour. Members are invited to 
participate by bringing along sweet 
temptations! Questions/comments... 
Tom Crooks, 634-1178 
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Meet the lady who updated the Wood Duck for the 90s! 


by Jocelyn Neysmith 

This month we feature a member of 
the HNC Board of Directors, a Club 
member who has been volunteering her 
time for over20years. Whetheryouhave 
been helping out with Club activities for 
years orjustbegan volunteering, we would 
like to recognize all members who 
contribute their time and efforts for the 
HNC. If you have someone in mind 
whom you would like to see featured in 
Volunteer Comer, please call Jocelyn 
Neysmithat540-1094 

Jean Stollard grew up on a farm in 
Trinity, a rural community between 
Ancaster and Brantford, not far from 
Jerseyville. Herruralupbringinggaveher 
the opportunity to spend lots of time 
exploringthewoodsnearherhome, oneof 
her favourite spots was the pond down the 
road, w'here she would pause to observe 
the fascinating aquatic life within. Jean’s 
family home w'as atop ahill with few' trees 
in the immediate vicinity, so big skies and 
vast starry nights are some of her most 
vivid childhood memories. Jean has 
always considered natural areas to be an 
integral part of life, which gives her a keen 
appreciation for what w'e stand to lose 
through our consumptive ways. 

Jean married Jim Stollard, a Sudbury 
native, and lived in that town for a couple 
ofyears before movingtoToronto, where 
they joined the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists. In 1973 the Stollards moved 
to Burlington and j oined the HNC so they 
could get involved in local club activities. 
Both had just started birding and were 
enthusiastic about learning more and 
developing their skills. 

In the 1970s the Stollards began 


Comer 


volunteering their time at the monthly 
Wood Duck mailing committee evenings. 
Their dedication to the task was such that 
one year they evenspent their anniversary' 
working on the mailing! After retiring 
from nursing. Jean had more time to 
devote to other pursuits and responded to 
then -Wood Duck Editor Rob Dobos' 
request for an assistant production editor 
in 1990. Tw'o years later, when Bruce 
Duncan asked Jean if she w'ould consider 
taking over as Editor, she agreed and held 
the post for the next five years. 

Rob Dobos had begun to update the 
production of the newsletter by editing it 
on a computer, but Jean w'as determined 
to upgrade from the Gestetner that was 
still used to produce the Wood Duck She 
was the first editor to have the newsletter 
printed! Jean has always considered the 
Wood Duck to be more of a journal than 
a newsletter, and though she admits she 
had to find her stride, she thoroughly 
enjoyed her time as Wood Duck editor 
and calls it" ‘a very fulfilling expenence’ ’. 

In 1997 Jean became the HNC 
President, and is currently completingher 
term on the Board of Directors as Past 
President. More recently, she has also 
taken on the role of Plant Study Group 
leader. Jean’s botanical interest stems 
from the fact that “plants stay put. they 
are very diverse, and as there are so many 
species that studying them is an ongoing 
learning expenence ". 

This year the Plant Study Group will 
meet monthly at Scout House. Theyhope 
to have a standard night by next year, but 


for 1999-2000 they will be meeting on 
either aTuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
evening. The group made the decision to 
relocate their meetings so that they could 
be more open and accessible than the 
living room gatherings that took place in 
the past. Though this year’s program is 
still being developed, the Plant Stud)' Group 
plan to hold a tree and shrub identification 
session and a winter wildflowers evening 
w'hich will tie into thesubsequent walk on 
the same topic. Club member Gayle 
Hutchings will be leading anaturejoumal 
workshop in November, and the group 
w'ouldalsoliketoholdasessiononmedicinal 
herbs. Next spring, Lois Evans will be 
leading aphotography workshop followed 
by a field event in May. The Plant Study 
Group would like to welcome active new' 
members, so look for their upcoming 
meetings in the Wood Duck. 

Jean Stollard finds a great deal of 
peace and contentment in the natural 
w'orld. “It’s a foundation for me”, she 
says, “and w'hen I began to see it 
disappearing I w'anted to try to preserve 
it. ” In addition to the knowledge that she 
is doing something to protect wild places, 
Jean’s dedication over the years has also 
brought her new friends and greater 
confidence. 

She encourages fellow 7 Club members 
to do more than simply attend meetings, 
but to “get involved on some level and 
really become par t of things”. As w'ith 
most people I’ve interview'ed, Jean feels 
that she has “ gotten more from the Club” 
than she has put in. While we know this 
isn’t the case, her feelings certainly stress 
what a rich experience volunteer work 
can provide. §|j 
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Wildflowers of Summer 


by Dean Gugler 

The most wild flowers of any month this year in the local area 
bloomed during August with 170 species found. July wasaclose 
second with 160 species. 118 species overlapped by bloomingin 
both July and August. Thetotalnumber offlowers found alongthe 
Hendri Valley and Dundas Valley trails was 212 for the summer. 

F ollowing is a list of the wild flowers found and identified. I 
am sure that there were others that were missed. “J” indicates 
July blooms. “A” stands for August blooms. The numbers 
following the Latin names are the page numbers in theNewcomb 
(N) and Peterson (P) guidebooks. 

The flowers found in neither guidebook were found either in 
the Ontario Weeds publication from the Ministry of Agriculture 
or the British Wild Flower Key. 

J A Alfalfa Medicago sativa P-352 N- 060 
J A Hoary Alyssum Berteroa incana P-082 N-130 
J A Agrimony Agrimonia gryposepala P-136 N-236 
J A Green Amaranth Amaranthus retrojlexus P-378 N-414 
J Canada Anemone Anemone canadensis P-030 N-280 
A Great Angelica Angelica A tropurpurea P-050 N-222 
J Asparagus Asparagus officinalis P—- N-342 
A Flat-topped Aster Aster umbellatus P-096 N-462 
J A Large-Leaved Aster Aster macrophyllus P-354 N-454 
A Many-Flowered Aster Aster ericoides P-096 N-458 
A New England Aster Aster novae-angliae P-356 N-460 
J A White Avens Geum canadense P-028 N-232 
J A Yellow Avens Geum aleppicum P-136 N-238 

A Himilian Balsam (Indian Balsam) Impatiens glandulifera 
British 134 

J A Wild Basil Satureja vulgaris P-280 N-080 
A Hairy Beardtongue Penstimon hirsutus P-344 N-102 
J Northern Bedstraw Galium boreale P-040 N-152 
A Begger Tick Bidens frondosa P-168 N-440 
J A Creeping Bellflower Campanula rapunculoides P-340 N- 
212 

J Tall Bellflower Campanula americana P-340 N-216 


J A Wild Bergamot Monarda fistulosa P-216 N-092 
J A Field Bindweed Convolvulus arvensis P-012 N-324 
J A Hedge Bindweed Convolvulus sepium P-012 N-324 
J A Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia serotina P-112 N-374 
J A Boneset Eupatonumperfoliatum P-046 N-434 
J A Bouncing Bet Saponaria officinalis P-266 N-258 
J A Climbing-False Buckwheat Polygonum scandens P-380 
N-322 

J A Northern Bugleweed Lycopus uniflorus P—- N-090 
J A Viper’s Bugloss Echium vulgare P-316 N- 050 
J A Common Burdock Arctium minus P-300 N-412 
A Great Burdock Arctium lappa P-300 N-412 
A Nodding Bur-Mangold Bidens cernua P-186 N-392 
A Slender Bush-Clover Lespedeza virginica P-246 N-064 
A Violet Bush-Clover Lespedeza violacea P-246 N-064 
J A Butter-And-Eggs Linaria vulgaris P-104 N- 048 
J A Tall Buttercup Ranunculus acris P-132 N-242 
J A Butterfly Weed Ascleptas tuberosa P-208 N-188 
J A Bladder Campion Silene cucubalus P-034 N-260 
J A White Campion (Evening Lychnis) Silene alba P-034 N-260 
J Night-Flowering Catchfly Lychnis noctiflora P-034 N-260 
J A Catnip Nepeta cataria P-078 N- 088 
J Common Cattail Typha latifolia P-388 N-410 
J Narrow-leaved Cattail Typha Angustifolia P-388 N-410 
J A Celandine Chelidonium majus P-130N-142 
J A Charlock Brassica kaber P-160 N-142 
J A Common Chickweed Stellaria media P-036 N-274 
J A Chicory Cichorium intybus P-362N-382 
J Bushy Cinquefoil Potentilla paradoxa P-134 N —- 
J A Rough Cinquefoil Potentilla norvegica P-148 N-240 
J A Rough Fruited Cinquefoil Potentilla recta P-134 N-240 
J A Silvery Cinquefori Potentilla argentea P-134 N-240 
A Clearweed Pilea pumila P-382 N-438 
A Common Clotbur Xanthium chinense P-384N-416 
J Hop Clover Trifolium agrarium P-150 N- 058 
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J A Red Clover Trifolium pratense P-246 N- 060 
J A White Clover Trifolium repens P-080 N- 036 
J A White Sweet Clover Melilotus alba P-080 N-060 
J A Yellow Sweet Clover Melilotus officinalis P-150 N- 058 
J A Common Comfrey Symphytum officinale P-292 N-l 88 

A Tall Coneflo wer (Green Headed) Rudbeckia laciniata P-114 
N-376 

J Virginia Creeper (Woodbine) Parthenocissus qumquefolia 
p—N-444 

J Common Winter Cress Barbarea vulgaris P-158 N-144 

J A Wild Cucumber Echinocystis lobata P-076 N-356 

J A Oxeye Daisy Chrysanthemum leucanthemum P-092 N- 
380 

J A Common Dandelion Taraxacum officinale P-110 N-362 
J Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius P-380 N-404 
J Curled Dock Rumex crispus P-380 N-404 

J A Spreading Dogbane Apocynum androsaemifolium P-292 
N-250 

J Gray Dogwood Cornus racemosa P—- N-166 
J A Red Osier Dogwood Cornus stolonifera P-— N-l66 
.1 Common Elder Sambucus canadensis P-— N-320 
J A Elecampane Inula helenium P-114 N-376 

J A Common Evening Primrose Oenothera biennis P-106 N- 
134 

J Entire-leaved False Foxglove (Smooth) Gerardia laevigata P- 
104N-278 

J A Feverfew Chrysanthemum parthenium P-092 N-380 
A Fireweed Epilobium angustifolium P-224 N-l30 
J Common Fleabane Erigeronphiladelphicus P-308 N-382 
J A Daisy Fleabane Erigeron annuus P-094 N-382 
J A Flixweed Descurainia sophia Weeds 96 
J Smaller Forget-Me-Not Myosotis laxa P-334 N-194 
J A True Forget-Me-Not Myosotis scorpioides P-334 N-194 
J A Galinsoga Galilnsoga ciliata P-092 N-284 
J American Germander Teucrium canadense P-278 N-084 
J A Meadow Goatsbeard Tragopogon pratensis P-110 N-366 
j A Yellow Goatsbeard Tragopogon dubius Weeds 255 


A Blue Stemmed Goldenrod Solidago caesia P-200 N-450 
A Canada Goldenrod Solidago canadensis P-190 N-448 
J A Early Goldenrod Solidago juncect P-192 N-446 

A Lance-Leaved Goldenrod Solidago graminifolia P-202 N- 
450 

A Rough-Leaved Goldenrod Solidago patula P-196 N-446 
J A Tall Goldenrod Solidago altissima P-190 N-448 
A Zigzag Goldenrod SolidagoJlexicaulis P-196 N-450 
A Clammy Ground Cherry Physalisheterophyllci P-144N-204 
A GroundnuMp/os' americana P-390 N-l 08 
J A Common Groundsel Senecio vulgaris P-166 N-416 

J Field Hawkweed (KingDevil) Hieraciumpratense P-174N- 
360 

J A Orange Hawkweed Hieracium ciurantiacum P-208 N-360 
J A Heal-All Prunella vulgaris P-350 N078 
A Upright Hedge-parsley Torilis japonica P— N— 

J Water Hemlock Sium suave P-052 N-222 
J A Indian Hemp Apocymum cannabinum P-070 N-250 
J A Herb Robert Geranium robertianum P-260 N-288 
A Hog Peanut Amphicarpa bracteata P-250 N-l 10 
A Horse Balm Collinsonia canadensis P-126 N- 82 
A Horseweed Erigeron canadensis P-088 N-384 
A Indian Tobacco Lobelia inflata P-342 N-052 
J Indian-PipeMonofrapn uniflora P-020 N-l 72 
J A Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea P-348 N- 086 
J A Jimsonweed Datura stramonium P-012 N-214 

J A Spotted Joe-Pye Weed Eupatorium maculatum P-298 N- 
436 

J A Brown Knapweed Centaurea jacea P-306 N-210 
J Spotted Knapweed Centaurea maculosa P-306 N-234 

A Common Knotgrass (P Knofweed) Polygonum aviculare P- 
386N-192 

A Japanese Knotweed Polygonum cuspidatum P-— N-l 90 

J A Pink Knotweed (Penn. Smartweed) Polygonum 

pensylvanicum P-276 N-l92 

A Virginia Knotweed Tovara virginiana P-060 N-130 
J A Lady's Thumb Polygonumpersicaria P-276 N-l 92 
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A Small-Flowered Leafcup Polymnia canadensis P-184N- 
278 

J Wild Leek Allium tricoccum P-066 N-332 
J A Wild Lettuce Lactuca canadensis P-172 N-372 
A Day Lily Hemerocallis fiilva P-206 N-336 
J Michigan Lily Lihum michiganense P-206 N-352 
A Great Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica P-316 N-052 
A Spiked Lobelia (PalQ-Spike)Lobeliaspicata¥-342'N-052 
J A Fringed Loosestrife Lysimachia ciliata P-140 N-266 
J A Purple Loostrife Lythrum salicaria P-288 N-351 
J A Lopseed Phryma leptostachya P-286 N-088 
J A Common Mallow (Cheeses) Malva neglecta P-032 N- 
206 

J A Indian Mallow (Velvetleaf)v46yfz7o« theophrasti P-142 
N-204 

J Musk Mallow Malva moschata P-218 N-234 
J Wild Marjoram Origanum vulgare P— N-080 
J A Mayweed Anthemis cotula P-092 N-380 
J Tall Meadow-Rue lhalictrum polygamum P-072 N-146 
J A Black Medick Medicago lupulina P-150 N- 058 
J Common Milkweed Asclepian syriaca P-294 N-264 
J Swamp Milkweed Asclepias incarnata P-294 N-262 
J Moneywort Lysimachia nummularia P-140 N-266 
J A Motherwort Leonurus cardiaca P-280 N-086 
J A Common Mullein Verbascum thapsus P-106 N-l 88 
J A Moth Mullein Verbascum blattaria P-106N-206 
A Dog Mustard Erucastrum gallicum Weeds 90 
J A Garlic Mustard Alliaria officinalis P-086 N-138 

J A Wormseed Mustard Erysimum cheiranthoides P— N- 
132 

A Hemp Nettle Galeopsis tetrahit P-280 N-088 

J A Purple Dead Nettle Lamium purpureum P-280 N-086 

J A Tall Nettle Urticaprocera P— N-438 

J A Bittersweet Nightshade Solanum dulcamara P-324 N- 

328 

A Black Nightshade (Common) Solanum nigrum P-072 N- 
202 
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J A Enchanter's Nightshade Circaea quadrisulcata P-068 N- 
116 

Jl A Nipplewort Lapsana communis P-172 N-372 
J A Obedient Plant Physostegia virginicina P-226 N-094 
A Cow Parsley (Wild Chevril) Anthriscussylvestris Weeds 151 
A Wild Parsnip Pasttnaca sativa P-162 N-226 
J A Everlasting Pea Lathyrus latifolius P-252 N-l 14 

J A Pigweed (Lamb's-Quarter) Chenopodium album P-378 
N422 

J A Pineapple Weed Matricaria matricanoides P-166 N-426 
J A Deptford Pink Dianthus armeria P-222 N-258 
JA Common Plantain Plantago major P-062 N-398 
J A English Plantain Plantago lanceolata P-062 N-398 
J Privet Ligustrum vulgare P—- N-l64 
J Purslane Portulaca oleracect P-164 N-l86 

J A Queen Anne’s Lace (Wild Carrot) Daucus carota P-048 
N-220 

J Wild Radish Raphanus raphanistrum P-160 N-142 
J A Common Ragweed A mbrosia artemisiifolia P-374 N-438 
A Great Ragweed Ambrosia triflda P-374 N-438 
A Tansy Ragwort Senecio jacobea P-176 N-378 
J A Purple-Flowering Raspberry Rubus odoratus P-218 N-308 
J A Dame’s Rocket Hesperis matronalis P-226 N-l38 

J A Common St.Johnswort Hypericum perforatum P-138 N- 
268 

A Spotted St. Johnswort Hypericum perforatum P-138 N-268 

J Thyme-Leaved Sandwort Arenana serpyllifolia P-036 N- 
276 

J A Shepherd’s Purse Capsella bursa-pastoris P-082 N-l50 
A Silverweed Potentilla anserina P-134 N-182 

ANodding Smartweed (Pal e)PoIygonum lapathifolium P-276 
N-l 90 

A White Snakeroot Eupatorium rugosum P-046 N-436 
J A Dwarf Snapdragon Chaenorrhinum minus P— N-040 
J Snow-on-ihe-MounXamEuphorbiamarginata P-044 N-202 
J A Common Sow-Thistle Sonchus oleraceus P-110N-370 
J A Field Sow Thistle Sonchus arvensis P-110 N-370 


J A Spiny-leaved Sow Thistle Sonchus asper P-110 N-370 
J Water Speedwell Veronicaanagalhs-aquatica P-336 N--096 
J A Leaf,' Spurge Euphorbia esula P-374 N-408 
J Mossy Stonecrop Sedum acre P-164 N-l 86 
J A Storksbill Erodium cicutarium P-260 N-288 
A Common Strawberry Fragaria virginiana P-028 N-l 84 

A Pale-Leaved (Wood) Sunflower Helianthus sti-umosus P- 
182N-388 

J Woodland Sunflower Helianthus divaricatus P-182 N-388 
J Black Swallowwort Cynanchum nigrum P-390 N-326 
A Tansey Tanacetum vulgare P-166 N-426 
J New Jersey Tea Ceanothus americanus P-— N-310 
J A Teasel Dipsacus sylvestris P-300 N-l60 
J Thimbleweed Anemone virginiana P-030 N-288 
J A Bull Thistle Cirsium vulgare P-302 N-430 
J A Canada Thistle Cirsium arvense P-304 N-430 
A Globe-Thistle Echinops sphaerocephalus Weeds 241 
J A Nodding Thistle Carduus nutans P-302 N-430 
A Pasture Thistle Cirsiumpumilum P-302 N-430 

.1A Pointed Leaved Tick-Jrefoi\Desmodiumglutinosum P-248 
N-l 02 

J A Pale Touch-Me-Not I mpatiens pallida P-104 N-054 
J A Spotted Touch-Me-Not Impatiens capensis P-208 N-054 
J A Birdsfoot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus P-150 N-066 
A Turtlehead Chelone glabra P-058 N-094 
J A Blue Vervain Verbena hastata P-316 N-282 
J A White Vervain Verbena urticifolia P-062 N-282 
J A Cow Vetch Vicia cracca P-352 N-l 12 
J A Crown Vetch Coronilla varia P-252 N-066 
J A Virgin's Bower Clematis virginiana P-076 N-l70 

A Sweet-Scented Water Lily (Fragrant) Nymphaea odorata P- 
006N-358 

J A Large Water Plantain Alisma triviale P-008 N-l 18 
J A Downy Willow Herb Epilobium striclum P-270 N-l 56 
J A Yellow Wood Sorrel Oxalis europaea P-148 N--246 
J A Yarrow Achillea millefolium P-044 N-220 jjjj 
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Annual Reports of the Directors of the HNC 


TheHamiltonNaturalists' Club is engaged in a wide vanety 
of activities. These are led by the fourteen Club directors as well 
as a number of coordinators. Below we present the annual 
reports prepared by the Directors of the Club The annual 
reports of the Bird Study Group and the Plant Study Group 
appeared in last month's WoodDuck. Togetherthey provide a 


summary ofthe Club's activities overthe past year and give an 
accounting to the members in advance of the Club's Annual 
General Meeting which will take place on October 4th as part 
ofthe monthly membership meeting. The AGM will selectthe 
Directors for the 1999-2000 period. Thisyearthere will also be 
a decision on amending the Club's By-Law. 


President’s Report 

by Pierre Arnold 

The yearly reports in this edition of 
The Wood Duck should give agood idea 
ofwhat the Club is all about. The regular 
inclusion of articles such as Noteworthy 
Bird Records, annual Bird Counts, 
Volunteer of the Month, Reports on Past 
Meetings, Reports on Plant Study and 
Bird Study, and Upcoming Events gives a 
solid backbone to our publication. The 
publicationissupplemented with interesting 
and pro vo cative articles from our members 
resulting in a publication that seems to be 
getting better and better. Ihope our Board 
sees fit to take steps to increase The 
Wood Duck circulation to more public 
places to advertise our presence and to 
attract more members. 

Thirteen delegations including HNC 
made presentations in May 1999 to the 
joint committee of the City of Hamilton 
and Hamilton Harbour Commissioners to 
retain Windermere Basin as “Open 
Space”. All of us were shocked to learn 
that insiders of the Hamilton Harbour 
Commissioners had already signed a deal 
to lease land to build oil tanks on the open 
space about three months before the 
representations. This apparently was 
unknowntothenewly appointed Chairman 
ofthe HHC. Windermere Basin is a well 
known to birders ofthe Club and is also the 
‘ 1 catch basin’ ’ of Red Hill Creek before 


it flows into Hamilton Harbour. 

The HNC are also participants in the 
Red Hill Creek Valley Panel Review. 
The word ‘ ‘ expressway’ ’ is intentionally 
missed out, it’sjust inconceivablethat we 
are being forced to consider the valley 
with an “expressway” in it. The HNC 
made a presentation at the Scoping 
Meetings on 11 th September, and will be 
submittingadetailed report to the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency by 
25th September 1999. 

This year our FON (Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists) director has attended 
regional meetings on behalf of the Club. 
Other Directors or interested members 
are encouraged to attend these regional 
meetings to foster good relations with 
FON. 

This year the Club was fortunate to 
receive two bequests, the Townson 
Bequest, and the Gates Bequest. The 
Townson Bequest has the potential to 
allow better ways to administrate the 
Club. A Bequest steering committee has 
been formed to review the polling results 
ffommembers ofhowmuchto spend and 
how much to invest. The steering 
committee wall likely ask for supporting 
professional advice before any 
recommendations aretakentoyourBoard. 
TheHNC also received sizeable donations 
for the Sanctuary' Fund over the year. 


I thank the Board, Coordinators, 
Assistants to the Board, and Members for 
their supp ort and putting up with me during 
my term as President. Will all members 
with an inkling to participate, and help out 
the next Board, please hand in their 
Volunteer form. Wanted: Assistance in 
field events, social, and program. Also we 
need assistants to directors and 
coordinatorstoleaminallareas. Whyam 
Isayingthis? Becausel’llbeNominations 
Chairman for next year, and I will be 
looking for a Board full of vitality and 
vigour as we have had this year, and 
expect to get this month! Pi 

Vice President 

by Christine Bishop 

The vice-president of the club has 
several duties. The first is to make sure 
that the insurance for liability is re-newed 
each year for the Club members and its 
directors. The second duty is to fill in for 
the President when he can’t chair the 
executivemeetings orthegeneralmeetings. 
Because our president, Pierre Arnold, has 
been so attentive this year, I have never 
been called to perform these activities. 
Vice-president also makes sure that the 
executive has an up-to-date list of all the 
duties of each executive member and acts 
as volunteer coordinator so that this 
information can be passed on to the 
incoming directors each year. 

The vice-president can also take on 
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other activities and issues on an ad hoc 
basis. In the past year, the vice-president 
promoted better liason and publicity about 
natural history with other local 
environmental groups by organizing 
‘Naturally May’ which was a committee 
of the HNC, Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Hamilton and Halton Conservation 
Authorities and the Bruce Trail 
Association. 

This group printed a flyer announcing 
the activities of each organization and 
inviting the public to participate during 
May 1999. The flyer was distributed 
throughout the Burlington and Hamilton 
area. The Royal Botanical Gardens also 
posted the ‘Naturally May’ information on 
their web site and linked it to our HNC 
web site. 

The vice-president also chaired the 
FalconWatchCommittee within theHNC 
and met on numerous occasions with the 
Ontario Ministry' of Natural Resources 
andtheCanadianPeregrineFoundationto 
discuss this year’s Falcon Watch. Again, 
this is an opportunity for the FINC to 
interact and share ideas with other local 
environmentally-oriented groups. ^ 

Sanctuary Director 

by Frank Morley 

During the past year, we added 11 
acres (4.6ha) to our Short Hills Sanctuary' 
through a private land purchase. 

Dedicated members Allan Ernest, 
John Fischer, and Peter Thome were 
instrumental in seeing tliis major project 
through to its completion. Also at Short 
Hills, a World Biospheresludy co-ordinated 
by die Smithsonian Institute in Washington 
D.C. has been undertaken. Twenty-five 
plots have been surveyed and are now 
being inventor ied. These wall be monitored 


on a continuing basis. 

We hosted an outing at Short Hills for 
the Niagara Woodlot Association. The 
purpose was to observe our old growth 
forest setting. Trail maintenance is on 
going. 

At the Spooky Hollow prairie 
restoration site, w'e are planning to expand 
die area and to monitor the re- introduction 
of prairie species. Biotic Inventories are 
beingupdatedatbothsites. Ifyouhaven’t 
already visited our sanctuaries, plan to 
come out and participate in one or more of 
our activities, jp| 

Membership 

by Jocelyn Neysmith 

The 1998-99 membership year has 
been a successful one, w ith membership 
increasing to atotal of550HNC members 
as well as 35 JuniorNaturalists. Wehope 
the current trend will continue as Club 
members promote the HNC and raise our 
organization’s profile in the community. 

Publicity Director Ken Hall has been 
getting the word out about the Club and 
Clubacti vi ties through publicationsofwhich 
we hadn’t previously been aware: Vice- 
President Christine Bishop launched the 
successful spring activities calendar 
partnership “Naturally May”; Social 
Director Tom Crooks has been setting up 
theClubdisplayandspeakingwithpotential 
new members at a vanety of venues; 
Conservation/Education Director Sheila 
O’Neal and her committee are preparing 
to distribute an updated version of 
“Naturally, Hamilton” through the 
HamiltonSpectator to all local subscribers 
as a millennium project; and Mike Street 
continues to maintain and enhance our 
HNC website, w'hich is increasingly how 
people find out about the Club. 


With anumber of efforts undenvayto 
attract new' members to theHNC, I would 
like to focus on providing member services 
once people have d ecid ed to j oin the Club 
During the past year we have designed 
new name tags and provided stickers so 
that members can add their favourite 
critter to their name tag. 1 hope this will 
encourage you to w'ear your tag and 
introduceyourself to other members. 

Last year I asked if anyone w'ould like 
to volunteerto introduce anew member to 
the Club by attending an FINC outing with 
them. Though no one responded at the 
time, I’m hoping you ’ 11 giv e me a call or see 
me at the Membership Table during 
monthly general meetings if you’re 
interested in making anew member feel at 
home. It needn’t be anything more 
involved than attending aBird Study Group 
meeting together if you both share an 
interest in avian species. 

Another new' feature this year is 
‘ ‘ Volunteer Comer’ ’, a monthly column 
in the Wood Duck. The goal of the series 
is to introduce you to your fellow Club 
members and their work for the HNC, as 
well as highlighting justhow much can be 
accomplished by volunteering even asmall 
amountoftime. Ifyouhaveanysuggestions 
as to who we could feature in upcoming 
articles, please let me know. 

Of course, if you know of someone 
who might be interested in joining the 
HNC, please call me at (905) 540-1094 
and I w'ill send them a package of 
information - or betteryet, invite them to 
j oin us at a monthly general meeting. And 
when December rolls aroundagain, don’t 
forget that the perfect Christmas gift (an 
HNC membership, naturally) is half-price 
for the balance of the 1999-2000 
membership year! §f 
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Program Director 

by Glenn Barrett 

During the 1998/1999 season HNC 
members and guests were informed and 
entertained by a variety of speakers and 
their slideshows. When I look back atthe 
speakers we had I can see that HNC 
members were treated to talks that led 
them from the rattlesnakes of Kilbear 
Provincial Park, to flora and fauna of 
Point Pelee National Park, to a look at ho w 
Hamilton Harbour has changed over the 
years, to a “ far out” talk about observing 
stars and planets with your binoculars ! 

The 1999/2000 seasons line-up of 
topics and speakers promises to bejust as 
diverse and interesting, one that I am sure 
most HNC members will find both 
informative and entertaining. 

Following the September 13th talk 
which detailed the return of Peregrine 
Falcons and Bald Eagles to the Great 
Lakes watershed, will be our October 4th 
Members Night and Annual General 
Meeting. November 8th will expose us to 
the wilds of South Africa as Christine 
Bishop shows some of the highlights of 
her recent trip. 

Len Simser on December 13 th will be 
letting Club members know about the 
many changes thathave been occurring at 
Cootes Paradise during the last fewyears, 
and we will start off the year 2000 on 
January 10th with what is sure to be an 
interesting talk about the University of 
Guelph’s Ontario Tree Atlas Project. 

On February 14th HNC member 
George Drought will be sharing with us his 
film “An Arctic Journey: Canoeing the 
Hood River’ ’, and on March 13 th we will 
be able to learn of the numerous 
endangered species recovery programs 


underway attheTorontoZoo. 

Another Club member, Bill Randall, 
will share with us an in-depth look at his 
flying friends, the CecropiaMoth on April 
10th, and to finish the 1999/2000 season 
the HNC is pleased to welcome author 
and researcher Dr. John Bindemagle who 
will share with us his research on the 
Sasquatch! 

If you have suggestions for future 
Club speakers please talk with any member 
of the HNC executive at the monthly 
meetings. )H 


Publicity Director 

by Ken Hall 

Announcements for the monthly 
meetings of the HNC were forwarded to 
the media by Christine Bishop. They 
appeared regularly on the public bulletin 
board of the Hamilton Spectator. For 
special programs, such as the Falcon 
Watch, Mike Street prepared the 
background material. Several articles by 
local reporters were given prominence in 
the Hamilton Spectator. Glenn Barrett 
arranged the publicity for the 80th 
Anniversary Gala Dinner including an 
announcement displayed on Financial 
Concept’s Main Street West display board, 
and several articles which appeared in the 
Spectator and the newsletter of the 
HamiltonRegionConservationFoundation 
President Pierre Arnold was interviewed 
by the Brabant newspapers after the 
anniversary dinner and a full page article 
on the HNC appeared subsqueritlyinthe 
Ancaster News. 

The Club’s displays boards were 
erected at seven public events during the 
year as well as at each of our monthly 
meetings and our anniversary dinner. New 


additions to the display boards included 
photos of the current executive and a 
listing of the past presidents of the Club. 
An effort was also made to locate all of the 
aw'ards that the Club has received and 
display them at Club events. 

Plans for nextyear include enlarging 
the display committee and purchasing 
additional display boards. The committee 
intends to give more prominent display to 
the special projects of the Conservation, 

S anctuary and Membership committees, 
as well as the Junior Naturalists’, Bird 
Study and Plant Study groups. H 

Conservation 

By Sheila O 'Neal 

1998 - 99 has been aproductiveyear 
for the Conservation/Education Com¬ 
mittee. We deal with matters concerning 
conservation of natural resources, 
environmental problems and enhancing 
awareness of these issues as well as 
educating citizens on the natural hi story of 
the Hamilton area. The committee has 
becomemoreformalthisyear,andmeetings 
are now held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month. 

Volunteering with the Conservation/ 
Education committee gives you a chance 
to: learn more about what is happening in 
and around your community; make a 
difference in decisions made about your 
community; learn new skills; brushupon 
skills you thought you might never get a 
chance to use again; and, meet like- 
minded people 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated on the committee this past 
year. The workundertakenby committee 
members Zoe Green, Ken Hall, Brian 
McHattie, Chris McLaughlin, Jocelyn 
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Neysmith, Marsha Paley, Tyler Smith, 
Jason Thome and Jen Umlah has resulted 
in anumberofsigruficant accomplishments 
this year. I hope to see everyone again this 
fall after our summer break, including our 
newest committee member, AndreaSrruth. 
Anyone wishing to know how to become 
involved please call me at 3 89-7598. 

Guest speakers at our committee 
meetings this year included: Terry S tortz, 
who spoke about the Land Use Planning 
Process; Marlene Coffey, who informed 
us of the activities of the Hamilton 
Downtown Partnership; George Coker, 
who spoke about Hamilton-Wentworth 
Region’s Environmentally Significant 
Areas Impact Evaluation Group 
(ESAIEG); LynHanna-Folkes, formerly 
of ESAIEG, who also spoke about the 
Group. 

Thisyear the C onservation/Education 
Committeeprovidedcommentonavariety 
of issues, including, the Hamilton- 
Wentworth Region’s Tree Planting 
Program; the Hamilton-Wentworth 
Region’s Vision 2020 New Partnership 
Organizational Structure; the Bay Area 
Restoration Council’s Toward Safe 
Harbours Report, the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources planned release of 
Ring-necked Pheasants; the City ofStoney 
Creek’s Open Space and Natural 
Environment System; the impact of 
proposed development onBurloak Woods; 
the status of Windermere Basin; and the 
Region of Hamdton-Wentworth’s Official 
Plan review. The HNC was also a 
signatory' to the Ontario Environment 
Network's Environmental Agenda for 
Ontario. 

Committee members worked on a 
number of our major goals for 1999 (see 
the March Wood Duck), including 


developing and securing funding for the 
Natural Areas Evaluation Project, to 
identify natural areas within Hamilton- 
Wentworth Region that are not designated 
Environmentally Significant Areas (ESA) 
and examine land use pressures and 
impacts on ESA’s. 

Committee members also put in many 
hours working on an update of the HNC 
publication, Naturally, Hamilton!, which 
will be delivered to a far wider audience 
through the Hamilton Spectator next 
spring. In addition, we have attempted to 
keep you more informed about our 
activities through regular articles in the 
Wood Duck. 

During the past few months we also 
assisted with finding anaturalist to speak 
to an elementary school, and providing a 
high school student with information for a 
project on natural areas protection in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 

Conservation/Education Committee 
members represent the HNC on a number 
of other committees, including: Hamilton 
Harbour’s Remedial Action Plan (RAP) 
Forum; Hamilton-Wentworth Region’s 
Natural Areas Coordinating Group; 
Hamilton-Wentw'orth Region’sTree 
Protection Strategy Committee; 
Conservation Halton’s Stakeholder 
Committee. 

The Conservation/Education 
Committee is responsible for recom¬ 
mending to the Board organizations to 
receiveadonationfrom the Conservation 
Fund 

This year, donations were made to 
Carolinian Canada, the Haldimand Bird 
Observatory, Hamilton Harbour 
Watershed Stewardship Project, the 
Mountsberg Raptor Rehabil itati on Centre, 


the Partnership for Public Lands and the 
Toronto Wildlife Centre. These 
organizations all undertake work to 
preserve and enhance natural areas and 
wildlife in theHamilton-Burlington area. 

This year, our Committee is looking 
for members to: 

• deliver the slide show' Wlwt's Alive in 
Hamilton-Wentworth (text prepared) 

• assess the need to revive our Nature in 
the City program 

• respond to requests for comments on 
official plan reviews, development 
proposals impacting natural areas, etc. 

If you think you could help out with 
one ofthesetasks, or would like to join our 
dynamic group, please call meat3 89-7598 
or see me at the Conservation Table 
d unng monthly general meetings. H| 

Social Director 

by Tom Crooks 

The 98/99 season saw a ‘pinless’ 
reusable, ajustable ‘over the head’ name 
tag emerge w'hich I believe has gained 
acceptance. As w'ell, the system requires 
less storage space in the club's allotted 
lockers attheRBG. 

Regular fare was provided at the 
refreshment table for each meeting. The 
June potluck supper was held at the RBG 
Nature Centre as was the resurrected 
potluck format for the HNC Christmas 
Bird Count hardy folk. 

My thanks to those personalities who 
lent assistance serving and cleaning up, 
particularity Pam Watts. A PLEA if I 
may'! Helpwould be appreciated particular¬ 
ity for tiding-up and transporting die kitchen 
and name tag paraphernalia back to the 
HNC lockers after each meeting. fH 
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FON Representative 

by Don McFayden 

As your FON representative I 
attendedboththeSpringandFallCarolinian 
East Regional Meetings. Both meetings 
were hosted by the Brant Field N atur al ists 1 
Club andheld at Apps MillNature Centre 
in Brantford. Interested club members 
are welcome to attend these meetings. 
The next meeting is on Saturday, 
November20,19991foml0:30amto3:30 
pm. It will be held in Stevensville and 
hosted by the Bert MillerNature Club 

Each meeting includes an update on 
club activities, anupdateonFON activities 
and a presentation on a topic of current 
interest. The update on club activities is an 
opportunity for the FON representatives 
to share information about outdoor 
activities, speakers and local conservation 
projects. The update on FON activities 
provides information on the latest FON 
projects; e g., new computer layout for 
clubs, Working for Wilderness Projects, 
etc. The presentations have included 
information about the Environmental Bill 
of Rights and Lands for Life. 

Staff Changes at FON 

Ric Symmes has been retained as 
Executive Director as of May 1999. Ric 
has a long history with the FON. He led 
canoe trips for 15 years, authored several 
reports and carried out numerous 
consulting assignments, including the 
review ofthe old FON Council, design of 
the current regional structure, and 
facilitation leading to the formation ofthe 
Ontario Nature Trust Alliance. Most 
recently he chaired the Partnership for 
Public Lands. He is the current Chair of 
theCarolinianCanadaCoalition. 


Ontario Nature Trust Alliance 

ONTA, an organization supported by 
FON, grewto 20 member organizations 
in 1998/99. ONTA was launched in 
November 1997. Itrepresents anew level 
of cooperation and networking among 
land trusts and naturalist groups that own 
or manage natural areas. ONTA is 
directed by its member groups through a 
council and provides members with 
opportunities to shareexperiences, develop 
joint programs and coordinated policies, 
increase the public profile of land 
stewardship and encourage the formation 
ofnew land-saving groups. 

Working for Wilderness 

Working for Wilderness is a FON 
program designed to link local conservation 
projects to volunteers. WfW recruits and 
trains volunteers and volunteer leaders 
and sends them as crews to where they 
are most needed. Expeditions last from 
two to ten days and the volunteer crews 
perform tasks such as habitat creations 
and restoration, species counts, monitoring 
and trail work. In the evenings the 
volunteers learn more about local natural 
history and conservation through outdoor 
activities, visits to local sites and 
presentations. 

WfW supplies food, transportation, 
most tools and incidental costs. WfW 
Expeditions do not cover the capital costs 
of a project (materials such as lumber or 
plant stock) and will not occur where 
volunteers would take the place of paid 
labour. The participating organization 
supplies materials, instructions and aliaison 
person to work with the crew and the 
FON project coordinator. 

For more information contact: 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 355 


LesmillRoad, Don Mills, ON M3B2W8 
Phone416-444-8419orl 800440-2366, 
ext. 222. Email: info@ontarionature.org; 
fax: 416-444-9866. M 

Wood Duck 

by Don McLean 

In a sense, the Wood Duck report is 
provided to you 10 times ayear, in the form 
ofyourmonthlynewsletter. This wouldn't 
be possible without huge assistance from 
contributors, especially regular ones like 
Rob Dobos (who prepares the Bird 
Records), Rose Petersen (Bird Study 
Group and the Metamorphosis feature), 
Matt Mills (What to See series), Jocelyn 
Neysmith (Volunteer Comer and many 
other items), Glenn Barrett (Lands for 
Life, the Bateman Dinner, etc.),Jim and 
JeanStollard(reportsonmonthlymeetings) 
Christine Bishop (several features), and 
of course. Bookworm. 

Other writers in the past year have 
included Lyn Hanna on the Scout House 
fiasco, JohnMileswilhbirdbandingreports, 
andDeanGugleronwildflowers. Others 
who added important contributions were 
Don Wills, Ian Reid, Betty Blashill, Pam 
Watts, Don McFayden, Bill Read, 
Wolfgang Luff, Ken Hall, Jason Thome, 
Gord McNulty, Lois Evans and Bruce 
Duncan. Andthentherewerethebirdcourt 
reports from Bill Lamond and Mark 
Jennings. 

The publication committees reviews 
all the printed material issued by the HNC 
including the annual Dates to Remember. 
Thispastyearwe alsoprooffead the new 
version of Naturally, Hamilton! which is 
being prepared for a large-scale printing 
next spring. The publications committee 
includes past Wood Duck editors Jean 
Stollard and Rob Dobos, as well as Lois 
Evans and Matt Mills. H 


page 35 


The Wood Duck 


October 1999 


Auditors' Report and Financial Statements 

ANTONY POLZER CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 


388 Denlow Avenue 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L9C 6Z5 


Tel. (905) 388 1567 
(905) 388 1659 
Fax (905) 574 2242 


AUDITOR S REPORT 


To The Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

I have audited the statement of financial position of Hamilton Naturalists’ Club as at April 30, 1999 and the 
statement of revenue and expenditures and surplus for the year then ended. These financial statements are 
the responsibility of the club’s management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on my audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards. Those standards require that l plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statement presentation 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and fund-raising 
activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible of satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, my 
verification of donation and fund-raising income was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the 
Club, and I was not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to donations and fund¬ 
raising income, net assets and surplus. 

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any which I might have determined to be necessary had 
I been able to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of the donations and fund-raising income referred 
to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Club as at April 30, 1999 and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 



August 11, 1999 
Hamilton, Ontar io 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES AND SURPLUS 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30,1999 



1999 

1998 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

9,813 

8,424 

Project grants 

11,900 

1,340 

Donations and bequest 

5,782 

20,212 

Fund-raising 

140 

1,583 

Interest 

3,311 

3,895 

Other 

2.332 

1.061 


33.278 

36.515 

Expenditures 

Natural Areas Inventory project costs 

Other project costs 

6,857 

1,939 

Office and administration 

1,691 

2,737 

Bank, legal, insurance and audit 

2,646 

2,795 

Sanctuary property tax 

1,259 

(1,815) 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 

820 

186 

General meetings 

2,101 

2,220 

Newsletter 

5,245 

3,818 

Publicity 

844 

187 

Land Purchases 

35,667 


Other 

1,607 

1,423 

Donations 

Red Hill Valley History Book 


1,000 

Norfolk Field Naturalists 


5,000 

Carolinian Canada 

200 

200 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists 

200 


Halton Region Conservation 

200 


Toronto Wildlife Centre 

200 


Other 

225 



59.762 

19.690 

Excess of revenue over expenditures (expenditures over 

Revenue) 

(26,484) 

16,825 

Surplus, beginning of year 

97.172 

80.347 

Surplus, end of year 

70.688 

97.172 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (note 3) 

30,000 

32,500 

Unrestricted surplus 

40.688 

64.672 

70.688 

97.172 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
YEAR ENDED April 30,1999 



1999 

1998 

Net Assets 

Cash in bank 

19,920 

9,247 

Investments 

51,328 

84.200 

Accmed interest receivable 

2,882 

2,798 

Accounts receivable 


298 

Prepaid expenses 

3,129 

1.626 

Capital assets (note 2) 

5 

4 

Accrued liabilities 

(6,576) 

(1.000) 


70.688 

97.173 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (note 3) 

30,000 

32,500 

Unrestricted surplus 

40.688 

64.673 


70.688 

97 173 


NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30,1999 

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a non-profit organization dedicated to the study, appreciation and conservation of our 
wild plants and animals. All work is freely done by Directors. Officers and Members. 

1. Significant accounting policies 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles in 
Canada. Outlined below are those policies considered particularly significant for the company. 

Capital assets 

Expenditures for capital assets are charged to expenses as incurred. 

Pledges 

Donations pledged are not recorded in the financial statements until they are received. 

Donated materials and services 

The value of donated materials and services is not recorded in the financial statements. 


2. Capital assets 1999 1998 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuaiy, at nominal value 1 1 

Spook)’ Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 1 ] 

Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 1 1 

Short Hills Wilderness Area Addition, at nominal value 1 

Equipment, at nominal value ] 1 

5 4 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30,1999 

3. Restricted surplus 

The Sanctuary fund includes $30,000 ($32,500 in 1998) which must be maintained by the Club at all times. 


4. Fund Balances 

General 

Conservation 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Walkathon 


1999 

1998 

11,826 

12,397 

22,029 

8,096 

30,214 

63,008 

6,619 

6,348 

_ 

7.324 

70 f 688 

97.173 


The Endowment fund represents life membership fees received by the Club. The Club may transfer amounts out of 
the Endowment fund for general Club operations The amount transferred is calculated as the number of lifetime 
members times the prevailing annual membership fee. 


5. Income tax status 

The Club is a registered charity and is exempt from income tax provided it continues to expend the specified amounts 
on charitable activities 

6. Statement of Cash Flows 

A statement of cash flows has not been prepared, as it would not provide any additional meaningful information. 
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club held on October 5,1998 


1. Call to Order 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club was called to 
order on October 5th, 1998 at the Royal 
Botanical Gar dens Centre auditonum. 

2. Appointment of Chairperson and 
Secretary 

Moved by Brian McHattie and seconded 
by John Miles that Jean Stollard act as 
chairperson and that Don McLean act as 
secretary for the meeting. Carried. 

3. Quorum 

Notice having been given to all members 
pursuant to The Wood Duck and there 
being at least 30 members present, the 
Annual Meeting was declared duly 
constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 

Moved by Don McFadyen and seconded 
by Bill Randall that the minutes of the 
Annual General Meetingheld on October 
6 , 1997 be accepted as published in the 
September 1998 issue of The Wood Duck. 
Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of the last 
fewyears, adetailed account ofthe various 
activities ofthe Club was published in the 
September issue of The Wood Duck. 
There were no questions which any 
member wanted to ask concerning those 
activities. There were no questions of any 
kind which a member wanted to ask. As 
a consequence, the meeting was confined 
to the legal requirements of our annual 
meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
(a) Financial Statements 

The Treasurer, Walter Muma, presented 


the Financial Statements for the fiscal 
year ending April 30, 1998. Moved by 
Walter Muma and seconded by April 
Several that the Treasurer’s Report be 
accepted. Carried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor 

Moved by Walter Muma and seconded by 
John Miles that Antony Polzer, Chartered 
Accountant, be nominated as auditor of 
this Corporation for the fiscal year ending 
April 30, 1999 at a remuneration to be 
fixed by the Board of Directors, and that 
the Board be hereby authorized to fix such 
remumeration Carried. 

6. Confirmation of Actions of 
Executive 

Moved by Pierre Arnold and seconded by 
John Hannah that all acts, contracts, by¬ 
laws, proceedings, appointments, elections, 
and payments enacted, made, done, and 
taken by the Directors and Officers ofthe 
Corporation since the annual meeting of 
theCorporationheld October 6,1997 and 
referred to in the minutes of the meetings 
ofthe Board of Directors, or in the annual 
reports ofthe Corporation, be approved, 
ratified and confirmed. Carried. 

7. Nominating Committee Report 

No further nominations having been 
received by the Secretary pnor to Oct. 1 
as required by the Club by-laws, it was 
moved by Betty BlashilloftheNominating 
Committee and seconded by J ohn Fischer 
that the following list of persons, who had 
previously consented to act in such 
capacity, be nominated as directors ofthe 
Corporation to hold office until the first 
annual meeting of the Corporation or until 
their successors have been elected, or 
appointed, subject to the provisions ofthe 


Corporation’s by-laws and the Business 
Corporation Act 1982 namely: 

Pierre Arnold 
Ken Hall, Publicity 
Jean Stollard 

Frank Morley,Sanctuaries 
Christine Bishop 
Glen Barrett, Programme 
Walter Muma 

SheilaO’Neal,Conservation/Education 

Margaret McFadyen 

Jocelyn Neysmith, Membership 

Terry Stortz, Field Events 

Don McLean, Wood Duck 

Don McFadyen, FON rep 

Tom Crooks, Social 

Carried. 

Moved by Betty Blashill and seconded by 
David Wood that the following persons 
hold office in the Corporation for the 
coming year or until their successors are 
elected or appointed, namely: 

Past President, Jean Stollard 
President, Pierre Arnold 
Vice President, Christine Bishop 
Treasurer, Walter Muma 
Secretary, Margaret McFadyen 
Carried. 

8. Adjournment 

On motion from Jean Stollard, seconded 
by Bill Randall, the annual general meeting 
was adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

We certify' that the above are the true 
minutes ofthe Annual General Meeting of 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club held on 
October 6th, 1997. 

Pierre Arnold. President 
Don McLean. Secretary §j| 
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A Bird in the Hand is Worth ... 


by Christine Patterson 

I realize there are many uses for this 
generous bequest (announced in the 
August special edition of the Wood 
Duck) andlamsureyouhavereceivedas 
many suggestions. Pleaseallowmeto add 
mine to the list 

First a wee bit of background, which 
would explain why I would come up with 
this idea My husband and 1 had the honour 
to live near George Coker in Winona in the 
1980’s and he instilled in us a love for the 
eastern bluebird. Matter of fact, he asked 
if I would be able to accompany a group 
of banders through his orchards to watch 
them band bluebirds with the help of amist 
nest. 

It was May 22, 1985 I noted in my 
field guide. It was an amazing experience. 
Birds Ihaveonlyseen inbooks orthrough 
binoculars I had the opportunity to hold in 
my hand!Since that time, we moved to 
Caledoniaanditwasn’tlongbefore George 
arrived on our doorstep with 10 freshly 
made bluebird nest boxes. 

‘"The Abbey RoadBluebirdTrail” is 
now in its fifth year of operation (with 16 
boxes) and we fledged 13 this past 
year.. hardly a Don Wills... but hey, we’ re 
trying! This year alocal birder and master 
bander, Rick Ludkindropped by to inquire 
about our bluebird successes. He asked if 
we would like to see the banding process 

Fal Bird Count 

The fall bird count is on Sunday, 
November 7 this year and cover the 
entire Hamilton study area All birders 
are needed to obtain full coverage. 
ContactBillLamond at(519) 756-9546 
to participate.__ 


in action, ‘ ‘just down the street’ ’ from us 
at a place called Ruthven near Cayuga. 

In July Ihad the opportunity to do that, 
and when available, my husband also 
participated. The leap from listening to 
someone talk about birds, or watch them 
flit from tree to tree and seeing them eye 
to eye, is like day and night. I actually held 
amagnolia warbler, I touched aBlackpoll 
Warbler and was snapped at by a Great 
Crested Flycatcher. Nothing can match a 
hands-on experience at the side of a 
master bander. 

So...you are asking, how does the 
Townson Bequest factor into my 
experiences? The “Haldimand Bird 
Observatory”, although agrand sounding 
name, is actually an out-building on the 
Ruthven property with no electricity, 
“open spaces” in the walls and several 
moles underfoot whose job is to pick up 
any stray seed that has fallen out of the bin. 
But the last spring migration “netted” 
over 1,000 birds, banded, recorded and 
sent on their way. 

Part of our routine is to do a survey, a 
sort of 1 ‘ walk-a-bout’ ’ to record the birds 
and waterfowl within a short walk of the 
“station”. We see Ospreys, Green 
Herons, kingfishers, sandpipers, Great 
Blue Herons, gulls and Caspian terns. 

While Rick record s his findings, we sit 
while Swainson’s Thushes, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers, Yellow-shafted Flickers, 
Bluebirds, Red-Eyed Vireos, Turkey 
Vultures, Eastern Wood Pewees, 
grosbeaks, American Redstarts, Scarlet 
Tanagers and nuthatches fly by and many 
land in our 9 mist nets (hopefully not the 
vulture!). 

The hands-on experience is 


unbelievable and one that probably many 
members of the HNC would love to see 
and take part in. Would a permanent 
bandingstationand platform (bytheGrand 
River) be areasonable usefor apart ofthis 
bequest? To be honest, we went to a 
couple of meetings of the Bird Study 
Group and saw Costa Rican parrots and 
althoughbeautiful,areseen through another 
birder’s cameralens butmybirding world 
is in my own backyard (or just down the 
street) and that’s where the true exhileration 
of “birding” comes to play...when you 
can become a participant and not just a 
mere observer of birds. 

When you have the chance to hold a 
blue-gray gnatcatcher in your hand and 
realize that that little guy is going to winter 
in South America, then every slide-show 
you’ve seen on migratory birds is almost 
meaningless. 

Sorry for thelong winded explanation, 
but as a couple, also with no children, I 
transferred my feelings into the Townson’s 
bequest. ^ 

Birders Profitable 

The popularity ofbirdwatchinghas 
convinced the government ofVirginia 
to develop a “coastal birding trail”. 
State officials say that bird watching is 
the fastest growing recreational activity 
in the United States and that2.2 million 
people spend about $700 million ayear 
on wildlife watching in Virginia alone 
wherenearty400residentandmigratory 
species can be seen. The officials 
believe the planned trail will boost 
economic development which will 
encourage private landowners to 
provide access to their properties. 
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Recovery of Peregrines and Bald Eagles 


by Jim Stollard 

The first meeting of the season 
began with a tribute from the Ministry' of 
Natural Resources to the volunteers and 
Co-ordinators of FalconWatch. AnnYagi 
and Pud Hunter, biologists with the MNR. 
presented pins to the volunteers and Co¬ 
ordinators ofFalconWatch and plaques to 
HNC board members in recognition ofthe 
excellent work done over the past five 
years since FalconWatch began. 

Ann presented aslide program detailing 
the history ofFalconWatch in Hamilton. 
In 1995, two chicks from Wainwright, 
Alberta were fostered in Hamilton with 


RBG Programs 

Waterfowl Watching - Thursday, 
October 7,7 to 10 p.m. and Saturday, 
October 16, 9 a m. to noon. A short 
classroom and field course on water¬ 
fowl ID and ecology with John Hannah. 
RBGmembers: $30 Public: $35. 

The Art of Loving Nature - 
Wednesday, October 13,9:30a.m to 
4 p.m. An in-depth outdoor art 
w'orkshopinHendrie Valley explonng 
the connection between art and nature 
through watercolours. RBGmembers: 
$65 Public:$75(allmateiialsprovided). 

Herbal Medicine Symposium - 
Sunday, October31,9:30 am. to 4:30 
p. m. A variety of workshops on herbal 
medicine with speakers from across 
North America. RBGmembers :$27.50 
Public: $32.50. 

Call 527-1158 x 270 for further 
information. Register at least ten days 
in advance. Wi 


excellent results. The idea of fostering 
chicks is based on the experiences ofKay 
McKeever, founder of the Owl 
Rehabilitation Centre. Fortunately, taking 
chicks from a failed nest and having foster 
parents raise them, w'orks for Peregrine 
Falcon ’ s as well as owls. One of the foster 
chicks, named Alberta, nested in Etobicoke 
in 1998 

Nineteen Ninety-six was un¬ 
successful, no chicks fledged, but 
subsequent years have been highly 
productive. Nine young and four foster 
chicks have successfully fledged in the 
five years the program has been running. 

In 1998, at Niagara Falls, the first 
natural cliff nest site for Peregrine’s u'as 
found 500 m from the falls. Three young 
were fledged from that site. 

Pud Hunter then spoke about Bald 
Eagles, Peregrine Falcons and the Great 
Lakes. From 1903 onward there was a 
steady declinein Bald Eagle nests in the 
Great Lakes basin, until by 1980. only 
three remained. A decline in Peregrine 
Falcon nests began in the 1940’s and 
continued throughout the following 
decades. By 1973 Peregrine’s w'ere 
declared an endangered species and in 
1980 they were extirpated as a breeding 
bird in the Great Lakes area Abnormalities 
have also been found in birds, turtles, fish, 
mink and human babies in the Great Lakes 
basin. The culprit: DDT 

The good news is that Bald Eagles 
and Peregrine Falcons are both making a 
comeback. There are now' 18 Bald Eagle 
nest sites and 24 Peregrine Falcon nest 
sites to be found in the Great Lakes basin. 
However, both species remain on the 
endangered species list for the present.^ 


Cancer and the 
Environment 

The Western Lake Ontario 
Environmental Coalition is presenting 
an evening with Liz Armstrong of 
StopCancer Ontario, includingaspecial 
video presentation by Sandra Stein- 
graber, author of "Living Down¬ 
stream ' ’ on Thursday, October 7 at 
7:30 pm in the Friendship Room of 
Westdale United Church. 

Cancer has become aslow-motion 
epidemic. Canadians nowhave a 1 in 3 
likelihood ofgettingsomeformofcancer 
and 1 in 4 will die from it. At the 
beginning ofthe century, the rate was 1 
in 25. Cancer cases are increasing 
worldwide, but the rate in industrialized 
countries is much higher than in 
developing co untries. Agrowingnumber 
ofscientists, activists, and cancer victims 
believe there is a link between 
environmental toxins such as industnal 
and agricultural chemicals and the high 
incidence of cancer in our society. 

Liz Armstrong, ofthe BreastCancer 
Prevention Coalition, was the driving 
force behind a conference on cancer 
and the environmentheld inHamilton in 
March of this year. It brought together 
over 200 public health professionals, 
environmental scientists, cancer 
survivors and community activists. 

Sandra Steingraber’s 1998 book 
‘ ; Living Downstream’ ’ has beenhailed 
as the modem equivalent of “Silent 
Spring”, the 1962 classic by Rachel 
Carson w'hich is credited with launching 
the modem environmental movement. 

Formoreinformation, pleasecontact 
Don McLean at 664-8796.|H 
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Preserving Marcy Woods 


By Pierre Arnold 

This following letter was sent to the 
Bert Miller Nature Club, Fort Erie. It is 
printed in the WoodDuckXo demonstrate 
to members how difficult it can be to 
acquire lands that sorely need provincial 
protection. The letter was addressed to 
Rob Eberly, Chairman of Steering 
Committee to Preserve Marcy’s Woods. 

Three members of the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club revisited Marcy's 
Woods lastSaturdayinresponse to Mayor 
Redekop’s invitation. 

My wife who is not a member of our 
Club accompanied me on this her first visit 
to Marcy’s Woods. She is no nature 
person butneverlheless loves the outdoors 
and is a rare visitor to our Club events. I 
can tell you she was overwhelmed with 
the features of the site, the shoreline, the 
dunes, the trees, and the cabin. By the 
time we got home, she was saying, ‘I’m 
glad I came with you’. 

There was a clear understanding why 
anyone would sacrifice their time, including 
a Saturday night, on such a project. Your 
Club was rightto call this meeting. Sure, 
there will be some disappointment that 
some representations were not made. 

Over the years a number of our 
members have visited the Woods. It goes 
withoutsayingthatMarcy’s Woods must 
be protected and conserved in perpetuity 
from the ravages of development and 
other threats that confound our natural 
heritage. Our Club endorses any move 
that will save Marcy’s Woods from ruin 
and damage of any kind to the flora, fauna, 
and geographical features. 

I have asked our Conservation 


Committee to take the lead in spreading 
the word as they see fit to other 
organizations, and government, and also to 
recommend to the Board how our Club 
can help you financially. I intend writing 
on behalf of our Club to Premier Harris. 

I agree whole-heartedly that your 
Club should have a paid Project Director. 
The energy and time required is too much 
for one or more of your volunteers. The 
Project Manager should, if at all possible, 
have para-legal and para-finance qualities 
so that only legal or financial problems at 
the higher level go for professional 
resolution. 

I do believe that the uniqueness ofthe 
natural area of Marcy Woods justifies a 
higherprice than other conservation rates. 
There is a monopoly here. One of a kind 
means ahigherprice. There is no way out 
of that. 

Thesellers- an Amencan corporation 
- know this. If the Nature Conservancy 
isnotinterested, I would thinkitis because 
they have so many other areas under 
consideration at one time, and each one 
has an end in site, not like this one. Your 
Club needs to get a valuation of the 
property broken down by the per acre 
costs forendangered woods, endangered 
wetlands, farmland, fees, and so on. The 
difference between this evaluation and 
the selling price is the monopolistic 
premium. 

If this breakdown is not done, no one 
will ever understand the average price per 
acre. The price of $2.8 million for 285 
acres given at the meeting looks more like 
a fishing price in need of an offer. 

Could your Club or agent possibly 


look into buying one of the shares of 
Marcy Properties? This opens the door, 
because one shareholder is then dedicated 
to protect the land forever, much longer 
than any other shareholder. 

At the same time a share in the 
properties probably buys other land in the 
States. Any decisions in the corporation 
probably require them to be unanimous. 
However, this leads into other possibilities, 
such as the US Nature Conservancy 
buying another share, and selling parts of 
the properties. 

Our Brian McHattie is right: youhave 
to meet with the FON, the Nature 
Conservancies from Canada and US A to 
cometo any resolution. Ithinkthe Canadian 
sidehas to resolve the price per acre issue 
before discussing with the US side. The 
US side will be more than willing to help 
financially in any event. 

There are no serious barriers among 
the friends of Marcy’s Woods and other 
interested organizations, theyjusthavetoo 
muchtodowithtoolittlemoney. Asinthe 
price breakdown, your Club needs to 
breakdown all the trappings that exist to 
protect the land. There is a great deal of 
public will to protectthe property. Current 
wetland legislationhelps abit. 

The proposed changes to the federal 
Endangered Species Act, if enacted, will 
certainly help. The local by-laws must 
help in some way. Once this inventory of 
protection has been assembled, steps will 
have to be taken to strengthening them. 
Then you would get into exerting pressure 
onyourregionalgovemment and provincial 
government to invent ways to come up 
with a better formula to protect such 
private lands as Marcy’s Woods. 
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National Geographic Bird Field Guide Updated 



First published in 1983. National 
Geographic’s Field Guide to the Birds 
of North America quickly became the 
field guide of choice for the vast majority 
of this continent’s birders. The first and 
second printings of 325,000 copies sold 
out almost immediately. A second edition 
with minor corrections (1987) underwent 
nineprintingsforatotalof685,000 copies. 

However, the recognition of many 
new species (either confirmed sightings of 
vagrants or the splitting of existing species) 
in recentyears brought about the need for 
an extensive re-working. This, Jon L 
Dunn, one of the two original consultants 
forthebook, undertooktooversee, assisted 
by Jonathan K. Alderfer, art consultant, 
and Paul E. Lehman, map consultant. 

In all, 80 species have been added. 
This has been managed by the addition of 
only 16 pages to the guide All recent 
name changes have been incorporated 
and the text for each species has been 
revised. The ordering of several families 
and genera has been altered to be more in 
line with tire American Ornithological 
Union’s “Check list ofNorth American 
Birds (7th edition, 1998). For example, no 


longer does one look for the vireos just 
before the wood-warblers; they nowfollow 
the shirkes which in turn now follow the 
tyrant flycatchers. Recognized subspecies, 
some of which may soon become full 
species, are given detailed consideration. 
In keeping with the surge of interest in 
pelagic birding in recent years, thesection 
on seabirds has been significantly 
expanded. 

Eight newartists.includingOntano’s 
David Beadle and Peter Burke, were 
brought on board to augment the original 
team of 12 working on the illustrations. 
While many of the colour plates remain 
unchanged, some are totally new or have 
been completely redone. Other plates 
have been reworked with the existing 
illustrations re-arranged, enlarged and/or 
reduced to make space forthenew species. 
The range maps have also been revised 
and made much more legible with the use 
of a bright orange colour to d epict breeding 
range instead of the insipid yellow of 
earlier editions 

But there are a few warts. At first 
glance, one is impressed with the intensity 
ofthe colour in the new edition, but apage- 
by-page comparison with the second 
edition reveals that the colour rendition in 
the earlier edition, at least to this viewer’s 
eyes, is more realistic. The blues in the 
new edition are especially garish, and 
what appears as soft yellows in the earlier 
edition often appear as a vivid yellow- 
orange colour. Overall, the colour tone is 
greyer and colder and the saturation of 
colour is such that much of the feather 
contouring and detailing of earlier editions 
have been lost. One wonders whether this 
was done deliberately or is the result of 


poor control of colour in the printing 
process. 

Another criticism is that the new 
illustrations are more stylized and less 
lifelike than before. While a field guide is 
not expected to be a work of outstanding 
artistic merrit, onecannothelp but compare, 
for example, the natural pose ofthe V esper 
Sparrow on page 3 93 ofthe second edition 
with the rather clinical rendition on page 
414 ofthe new edition. The imposition of 
new species in this style on to the older 
plates tends to be jarring and results in 
many of the plates having a very crowded 
look. It is to be hoped that in a few years’ 
time when another edition becomes neces¬ 
sary, it wall be more of a total revision and 
less of a cut-and-pastejob than this one is. 

However, all in all, any birder will 
want to have a copy of this latest edition to 
be abreast of current nomenclature and 
taxonomy or, if for no other reason, to 
replace his or her older edition tattered and 
besmirched from many years of hard 
use.Hi 


Marcy Woods /row previous page 
Legislation is needed that helps or stays 
the current owners to protect property, 
and ensure that buyers of the land will 
continue to apply protection. I know this 
is na ive, but what else can be done before 
someone else buys the property? 

Every one wanting to protect the site 
is of course not enough. There has to be 
fundraising. Our Club wishes you all the 
success in this endeavour, and hope that 
significant benefactors willbefound. Every 
nature club, environmental organization, 
and govemmentdepartmentintheprovince 
needs to be aware. |H 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, October 4 8 p.m. 

Location: RBGCentre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Member's Night and 
Annual General Meeting 

October 4th is the Annual General Meeting 
and Members Night. We will have short 
presentations by a number of Club members. 
This is also our 80th Anniversary meeting, so 
there will be veggie and cheese trays, wine and 
sweets (the latter donated by members - please 
try to bring some along). 

Next Month 

Monday, November 8 : 8:00 pm 

Adventures in South Africa 
with Dr. Christine Bishop 


Plant Study Group 

Tuesday, October 19, 1999 7:30 pm 
Scout House, 375 James St. S. Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal, 
interesting and interactive way of getting m 
touch with the natural world. The group will be 
meeting at Scout House from Sept to May. 
Please check the Wood Duck for the coned 
day as it will change throughout the year. 
The topic this month is: Tree Identification 
withTyler Smith. 

Organizer: Jean Stollard 634-3538 


WANTED 

Articles are needed for the Wood Duck. Please 
send submissions to Don McLean, 68-151 
Gateshead Crescent, Stoney Creek, Ontario 
L8G 3W1. You can also e-mail submissions 
to: don, mclean@hwcn.org. 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, October 25 7:30p.m. 

(NB: 4th Monday instead of 3rd) 

Location: C. Centre for Inland Waters 

867LakeshoreRd. 
Burlington 

This is an infoimal meeting featuring a discus¬ 
sion of recent bird sightings, an identification 
session and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birding. If you are a 
beginning birder, come out to learn more 
about birds. If you are an experienced birder, 
come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm. 

This month: Val Wyatt from Guelph will talk 
about her recent studies of the nesting 
productivity of Wood Thrushes and Rose- 
breased Grosbeaks. 

Contact the BirdHot!ine(64&-9537)formore 
information or visit the HNC website. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, October 2 
GLOBAL EMBRACE 

1999 is the International Year of OlderPersons 
and part of the celebration is simultaneous 
walk around the world. The Hamilton one is in 
Red Hill Valley, starting from theparking lot of 
Rosedale Arena at 11 a.m.Formore information 
contact Don McLean at 664-8796. 

Sunday,October3 

COLOURS OF AUTUMN PICNIC 

Bring your family, friends and supper to the 
Red Hill Valley for the First Annual harvest 
celebration There will be guided walks, 
displays, music and kids’ activities. Meet 
behind Rosedale Arena after 2 pm. Call Julie at 
561-5993 formoreinformation. 


Saturday,Oct9 9:30 am-lpm 
ZIJK ZONE WITH GEORGE MEYERS 

Enjoy afall ramble among the exotic species of 
the Zuk Zone. George’s address is 7 Bedford 
Park Drive, Grimsby. Contact Jean Stollard 
634-3538. 

Monday, October 11 
THANKSGIVING COLOUR WALK 

Enjoy a walk with the Friends of Red Hill 
Valley. Meet at 10 a.m. in the parking lot on 
Mud Street just west of Mt. Albion Road. 
Contact Don McLean at 664-8796. 

Saturday, October 16 

FA LL BIRDING IN DUNDAS MARSH 

Join Rob Dobos on a visit to the Dundas 
Marsh. Meet at 8 a.m. on the south side 
(Hamilton-bound side) ofCootes Drive where 
it crosses Spencer Creek If required, contact 
Robat659-7732. 

Sunday, October 17 

FALL TRIP TO SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Trail maintenance, boardwalk building, or just 
a day out in our sanctuary. Bring lunch. Meet 
at 8:30 a.m. at McDonald’s, comer of Upper 
James and Rymal. Contact Frank Morley at 
575-0668. 

Sunday, October 24 
FALLMIGRANTS 

Bring a lunch along and search for late fall 
migrants. Meet at 8 a.m. near the sand piles at 
the east end of cemetery. Woodland Cemetery 
is on Spring Garden Road, just a little west of 
the RBG Headquarters in Aldershot. Contact 
Bob Curry at637-2022. 

Saturday, October 30 
FALL W1 LI) F LOWE R W A L K 

De an Gugler shares his knowledge and interest 
about wildflowers on this walk. Meet at 1 p.m. 
atSanctuaryParkinDundas.Usepark entrance 
from Sanctuary Drive in the Pleasant Valley 
neighbourhood in Dundas. Follow Pleasant 
Ave. offOld AncasterRd. Forinfoimationcall 
627-9779. 
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HNC Board of Directors 
1998-99 
Executive 


President: 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Vice-President: 

Christine Bishop 

648-8665 

Secretary: 

Margaret McFadyen 

627-1034 

Treasurer: 

Walter Muma (519) 622-6954 

Directors 

Conservation/Education: 

Sheila O'Neal 

389-7598 

FON Rep: 

Don McFadyen 

627-1034 

Field Events: 

Terry Stortz 

777-8151 

Membership: 

Jocelyn Neysmith 

540-1094 

Past President: 

Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Program: 

Glenn Barrett 

546-9764 

Publicity: 

Ken Hall 

627-1320 

Sanctuary: 

Frank Morley 

575-0668 

Social: 

Tom Crooks 

634-1178 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Don McLean 

664-8796 


Co-ordinators and 
Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

John Hannah 627-1453 

Plant Study Group Leader: 

Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Christine Bishop 648-8665 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

Lois Evans 

Birding Hotline: 648-9537 
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Membership Fees 1999-2000 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Jomt Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

25.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 


HNC Publications 


Haniilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
(2 volumes) $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Haniilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds ofHamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Citizens''Guide to the Protection of 

the Natural Areas of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 
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